Bronchioloalveolar Carcinoma and Minimally Invasive Adenocarcinoma.
The most recent WHO classification of lung cancer defines bronchioloalveolar carcinoma (BAC) as a noninvasive carcinoma or adenocarcinoma in situ. However, the use of this terminology is not uniform and does not reflect standardized criteria. As a result, the diagnosis of BAC has been used in association with small, solitary, and well-differentiated adenocarcinoma as well as tumors with advanced clinical stage. At present, there is a growing consensus among specialists in thoracic oncology that BAC or adenocarcinoma in situ is a rare tumor, and the term should be restricted to adenocarcinomas that show a pure lepidic pattern of growth. The amount of invasive component present in a tumor with a predominant lepidic growth pattern has also been under intense scrutiny. The concept of minimally invasive adenocarcinoma is developing in order to differentiate a pure BAC from an invasive adenocarcinoma that still carries an excellent prognosis.